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exaltation and occupied with their power ". The social effect
of the rise of Sa£d ad-Daula is shown by Bar Hebrsens :
** Up to the present day no Jew has ever been raised to
a position of exalted honour among them ; the humbler
among them are engaged as tanners or dyers or tailors.
But truly the honourable ones and the fortunate among them
exalt the art of healing and the art of the scribe, but
in situations in which others will not demean themselves to
work, they will work." i
It is not impossible that the singular rise of Sa'd ad-Daula
may have led to the expression of exaggerated hopes and
thoughts, and that the Jews regarded him as a deliverer in
their hour of need.2 To be sure, we possess no sources for such
a statement on the Jewish side, but find the following
suggestive passage in Bar Hebraeus : "" Therefore many of
the Jews who were on the fringes of the world gathered
together to him and they all with one mouth said * Verily
by means of this man the Lord hath raised on high the horn
of redemption and the hope of glory for the sons of the Hebrews
in their last days I * " 3
It is, of course, a vain effort to try and discover who were
meant by the ic Jews who were on the fringes of the world ".
Are only those Jews meant who lived within the Mongol
1 We have to thank this source for an interesting glimpse of the employ-
ments followed by Oriental Jewry. The professional divisions of the Jews
had remained fjiirly stable since the travels of Benjamin of Tudela in the
twelfth century. Many dyers, weavers, etc., "were still to be found among
Jews in the East, as we learn from. Bar Hebrseus, p. 490, f. 575. Compare the
statement regarding Jewish callings in the tenth century made by al-Jahiz,
ed. FinJkel. That there were also many wealthy Jews at the time of
Arghun can be seen from the numerous attacks upon and sackings of
Jewish houses at that period- The sources also speak quite clearly of
large Jewish money treasures. Cf. Slufadgal b. a. Fada*ilt vol. xiv, p. 550,
and Zettersteen, loc. cit., p. 9.
* Howorth, History of the. MoTigols, p. 333, says : " Well might the Jews
fancy that their Messiah had arrived, where they saw one of their long-
despised race treated as an equal by the princes . . . and even by the Tlkhan
himself."
» p. 490, f. 575.

